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Curriculum vitae  
Karsten Schnake 
  
Member of the Board of Management of the Volkswagen Brand responsible for 
"Procurement", 
Member of the Extended Executive Committee responsible for "Group 
Procurement" 
 

 
 
Karsten Schnake was born in 1968 in 
Minden, Germany. He graduated in 
aerospace engineering from the Technical 
University of Braunschweig in 1996. 
He began his professional career in the 
same year at Volkswagen AG, working in 
Group Procurement in project 
management. From 2001 to 2004, he 
coordinated interior procurement and 
subsequently served as Regional Head of  

Procurement at Volkswagen Group Italy in Verona from 2004 to 2006.  
 
After returning to Wolfsburg, he held several managerial positions in Group 
Procurement Global Series Coordination between 2006 and 2018. During this time, he 
was responsible for the global standardization of procurement processes and systems 
(IT Project Green15) and played a key role in strategic crisis management during the 
Fukushima incident, the global economic crisis, and the semiconductor crisis. 
From 2018 to 2020, he served as Executive Vice President of Volkswagen Group China, 
where he was responsible for strategic procurement and supplier development across 
all Group brands in the People’s Republic of China. He also played a key role in the 
integration of Gotion High-Tech Co., in which the Volkswagen Group became the 
majority shareholder. 
Since July 2020, Karsten Schnake has been Member of the Board of Management for 
Procurement at Škoda Auto a.s. In 2022, he additionally assumed the role of Head of 
Semiconductor Strategy at Volkswagen AG, where he coordinates the Group-wide 
semiconductor supply, technological resilience, and strategic partnerships. 
Since November 1, 2025, Schnake has been a Member of the Extended Executive 
Committee and Member of the Board of Management of the Volkswagen Brand in 
Wolfsburg. In his role, he is responsible for managing the procurement organizations 
of all brands and regions of the Volkswagen Group. 

 
 

Media contact 
Volkswagen Communications 
Veronika Klofcova 
Spokesperson Procurement  
Tel:  Tel: +420 731 296 057 
Veronika.Klofcova@skoda-auto.cz  
 
 

     
 
 

 
More at 
volkswagen-newsroom.com 
 
 

 
 

 

Karsten Schnake 

The Volkswagen Passenger Cars brand has a global presence and produces vehicles at 28 locations in 12 
countries. In 2025, Volkswagen delivered about 4.7 million cars. These include bestsellers such as the Polo, T-
Roc, T-Cross, Golf, Tiguan and Passat as well as the successful all-electric models of the ID. family. Last year, 
the company handed over around 382,000 all-electric vehicles to customers worldwide. About 170,000 
people currently work at Volkswagen around the world. With its “BOOST 2030” strategy, the company is 
consistently driving forward its development into the most desirable brand for sustainable mobility. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/volkswagen-passenger-cars/mycompany/
https://www.volkswagen-newsroom.com/en
https://www.instagram.com/volkswagen/?hl=de
https://www.facebook.com/VolkswagenDE/?locale=de_DE
https://www.threads.net/@volkswagen?hl=de
https://www.tiktok.com/@volkswagen
https://www.youtube.com/volkswagennews
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